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EDUCATION AND SKILLS COMMITTEE 

Dr Janet Brown 
Chief Executive 
SQA  
 
by email 

T3.40 
The Scottish Parliament 

Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 

Direct Tel: 0131 348 5222 
Fax: 0131 348 5600 

 es.committee@parliament.scot 
  
 18 April 2017 
 
Dear Janet 
 
As you may be aware the Committee discussed the responses to its report on the 
Performance and Role of Public Bodies at its meeting on 29th March. I attach a link 
to the Official Report of the discussion for your reference (Column 18 onwards). 
 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10879&mode=pdf 
 
As can be seen from the Official Report, the Committee agreed that I should write to 
the SQA to: 
 

 re-emphasise certain report recommendations, such as the specifics of the 
points the Committee made in relation to the issues with communication with 
teachers; 

 request an update in relation to pay for markers and invigilators (in light of 
recent publicity on this and the complexity of the issue); and 

 request specific evidence of the benefits of your international work, and 
details of any consideration given as to the opportunity cost of pursuing this 
work. 

 
I should be grateful for a response to these points, and any other points made by 
members in the Official Report that the SQA would wish to respond to, by 16th May. 
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In addition, the Committee would like to invite the SQA to attend Committee to give 
further evidence on its work since the publication of the Committee’s report. This 
session will most likely cover: 
 

 the response to this letter;  

 SQA engagement with the CfE Management Board and other delivery bodies 
(including in relation to changes to qualifications) since the January evidence 
session; and 

 the SQA’s work in response to specific parts of the report where the 
Committee was seeking an update following this year’s exam diet. 

 
The Committee will timetable this session for after the Summer Recess, most likely 
in September. I will be in touch with you nearer the time with provisional dates. 
 
Yours sincerely 

  
JAMES DORNAN MSP 
CONVENER 


